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ed to be October 5 (Jullan) or September
29 (Gregorian) 537 B.CE.—Eza 1:1-4;
3:1-8.

* Here, then, very definitely established,
is another milestone—=theé time when the
seventy years of desolation of the land of
Judah came to an end—about October 1,
537. (Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10) It is now a
simple formula to determine when the
seventy years began. One has only to add

24 So when did the seventy years of desclation begin,
and when did they end?T
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70 to 537 to get 607. So about October 1,
607 B.C.E., the desolating of the land of
Judah and the complete emptying out of
its inhabitants was fully accomplished.
23 The importance of the year 607 B.C.E.
in this Biblical chronology will become
more apparent in the following article, as
we seek an amswer to the provocative
questionn, When was Adam created?

25, The answer to what question Is related to the
year 807 BC.E.?

HAT about all this talk concern-

ing the year 19757 Lively discus-
sions, some based on speculation, have
burst into flame during recent months
among serious students of the Bible, Their
interest has been kindled by the belief that
1975 will mark the end of 5,000 years of
human history since Adam's creation. The
nearness of such an important date indeed
fires the imagination and presents unlimit-
ed possibilities for discussion.

1 Byt wait! How do we know their cal-
culations are correct? What basis is there
for - saying Adam was created pnearly
5,993 years ago? Does the one Book that
can be implicitly trusted for its truthful
historical accuracy, namely, the Inspired
Word of Jehovah, the Holy Bible, give
support and credence to such a conclusion?

1. 2. (a) What has sparked special Interest In the year
1975, and ;vlt.h what resuita? (b) But what questions
are raised

*In the marginal references of the
Protestant Authorized or King James Ver-
gion, and in the footnotes of certain edi-
tions of the Catholic Douay version, the
date of man's creation is s2id to be 4004
B.C.E. This marginal date, however, is no
part of the inspired text of the Holy
Scriptures, since it was first suggested
more than fifteen centuries after the last
Bible writer died, and was not added to
any edition of the Bible'until 1701 C.E.
It is an insertion based upon the conclu-
sions of an Irish prelate, the Anglican
Archbishop James Ussher (1581-16586).
Ussher’s chronology was only one of the
many sincere efforts made during the past
centuries to determine the time of Adam's
creation. A hundred years ago when a
count was taken, no Jess than 140 differ-
ent timetables had been published by se-
Is the date for Adam’s creation as found in many

ptures, and

of the Bible part of the {(arpired Scri
agrwe On the date?
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