So we believe that the thought for us to take in this
conncction is that it is because we are living in this par-
ticular tinie, in the ending of this Age, that we are fa-
vored with such a clear unfulding of spiritual things. It
is also our thought that present blessings of a temporal
kind, such as the electric light, are due for similar rea-
sune.  \We believe that any other explanation would con-
ier tou great honor upon the individual connccted with
the production. The very ablest minds in the world have
examined these subjects, but now, by God's grace, we
have come to the place where the vail is taken away and
where we can sce the real meaning of God's Word—not
murely one person can see it, but hundreds, thousands,
see it

We think that we get the right coneeption to thus
view it rather than to think that we had some greaw power
which enabled us to put together a great system of
theoli:gy, more wonderful than all other systems of the-
olugy put together—a thousand times more wonderful.
Thereiore, the simplest way to explain the matter is o
acknowledge that the Lord's due time has e¢ome and that
he bas guided to the right understanding.

11, then, the Lord has provided us with something in
our day that other days than those of the Apostles knew
nuthing about, no matter how good nor how wise they
were—icr us to tguare the line of teaching which has
been thus develoned would be, in our judgment, to ignore
the Lord's providences. It is for each one to think for
him:elf, however, and to guide his conduct in every way
accordingly,

1{ the six volumes of Scrirruxe StTUbBIES are practi-
cally the Pible wopically arranged, with Bible prool-texes
aiven., we amight not mpreoaerly name the volumes—

Cthe Libie suoan arranged torm. That 1s to say, they are
not merciy conmments on the Lible, but they are practically
the Bible itself, since there is no desire to build any due-
trine or thought on any individual preference or on any
individual wisdon, but 10 present the entire matter on the
lines of the Wourd of God. \We therefore think it safe to
follow this kind of reading, this kind of instruction, this
kind of Bible study.

Furthennore, not only do we find that people cannot

the Divine Plan in studyi | thl s {1
we_see alvo that if anvone lavs the SCRIPTURE STUDIES

side, even after he has used them, after

with nothing less than a thorough investigation of the
Bible from this standpoint.

Ii, after doing that, we should find the books to be
in accord with the Dible, then we would think we were
Jogical in saying, “l will not need to go through that
process now cvery time that T read the Scrrpture Stup-
15, for 1 have looked up those texts of Scripture and
know certainly that the New Testament proves all those
puints.” 11, at the same time, in any ifuture reading, we
should come to a place where something did not seem clear
1o us and we thought of sume Scripturc which seemed not
as harmonious with it as we had previously thought, we
would think it our duty to refer at once to the Scriptures,
Lecause thie Scriptures are the standard, and in that refer-
ence to the Scripture it would be with a view to discern-
ing whether or not we had been mistaken in our previous
exanunations.

“THEY SHALL BE ALL TAUGHT OF GOD"

We would conclude, practically, that we could not un-
“derstand anything about the Libie except as it was re-

vealed. We would, thercfore, not waste a great deal of
time doing what we know somne people do, reading chap-
ter aiter chapter, to no profit. \We would not think of
doing it. We would not think we were studying the
Scriptures at all. \We would think we were following
the course that had been anything but profitable to our-
selves aned many others in the past—merely rcading over
the Scriptures. \We would say that the same Heavenly
Father who had guided us to this Truth, to this under-
standing of the Scripturces as his children, 1f he had some
further information for us he would bring it to our
attention in some manner; and therciore we would not
see the necessity of reading the New Testament every
day or every yevar; we would not consider that necessary.
\We would consider that the Seripture which says, “They
shall be all taught of God,” would tmply that in his own
appointed way God would Lring to our attention whatever
feature of Divine truth would be “meat in due season for
the household of faith.”

Further, we would say that now, having satisfied our-
selves respecting what the Divine Plan is, we would
uhderstand that we had reached the place that the Apostle
speaks of as being a qualified ambassador of God, a quali-
fied minister of the New Covenant, and that, as a ser-

fumiliar with them. after he has read tliem for ten years. Vant or minister of the New Covenant, we now had a

avs them asid ignores them and

responsibility in making known these things that we had

to the Hible alone, though he has understood his Bible for  learned; that we were not put lere primarily to read the
ten vears, our experience shows that within two years he Bible, '-"-“_ primarily to serve the Lord and his Truth.
gocs_into_ darkness, On the other hand, i _he had [t was quite proper, however, that before we came to a

merelv read the ScripTure Stubies with their references,
and had not read a page of ihe Bible. as such, he would
be in the light at the end of the two vears, because he
would have the light of the Scriptures.

QOur thought, therefore, is that these ScrirTURE
STuDIES are a great assistance, a very valuable help, in
the understanding of God's Word. If these books are to
be of any value to us it must be because we sce in them
loyalty to the [Vord of God, and as far as our judgment
goes, see them to be in fyll harmony with the Word and
not antagonistic to it. Therefore, in reading them the
first time, and perhaps the second time, and before we
would accept anything as being our own personal faith
and conviction, we should say, “I will not take it because
these studies say so; I wish to see what the Bible says.”
And fo we would study the Scriptures in the light of
these ScripTURE STubies; we would prove every point, or
disprove it, as the case might be. We would be satisfied

knowledge of the Truth, and when we were in measur-
able discontent of mind as to what was the Truth, that we
should refrain from telling anybody else.

We remember very well in our own personal experi-
ence that after we had tried some strect preaching, ete.,
we came to the conclusion that there was something
wrong; that we did not understand what we were. trying
to tell to others; that we did not understand with suffi-
cient clearness to properly present it and make sure thart
we were representing the Lord and his message aright,
and we said to ourself, “I will stop any endeavor to teach
others until I know what I believe.”

We think that should be the attitude of every one
of us. Why should we attemnpt to preach or teach any-
thing that we do not understand? So, after God favors
as in this time with an understanding of Present Truth,
he has given us a knowledge of more truth than we
could have gained in a thousand years if we had read and
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