EvL

EVE ({Heb., Hhar-wah’, “living one”). The frst
woman and the last reported of God's earthly
cragtive works.

Jehotvah the Creator knew that it wns not good
for the man to coniinue by himself. However, before
roceeding to create the woman, God brought various

asts of the ecarth and flying creatures to the man.
Adam named these but found no helper among
them. It was then that Jehovah had o deep sleep
fall upon Adam, removed a rib from his side and,
after nuving closed wp the flesh, buiit the rib that
he hid taken from the man into & woman. No doubt
knovine by direct revelation from God his Creator
and Father how the woman came into existence,
Adam wus pleaced to accept her as his wife, saying:
"This is at last bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh,” even as was apparcit o his very senses, As
his complement Adam called his wife ‘lsh-shal’
iwonian, or, literally, fems!c man), “because from
man this one was tuken.” (Gen, 2:18-23) Thereupon
God pronounced his father!y blessing upon both of
them: “Be fruitiul and become many and 1l the
earth and subdue it." They were also to have the
animal ereation in subjection. (Gen. 1:28) As o work
of God’s hands, the womman was perfectly suited for
:e‘::g 2 mother and a complement to her hushand

m,

DECEPTION AND DISOBEDYENCE

Then ¢came a day when the woman, while not In
the company of her husband,. found hersel near the
tree of knowledae of good and bad, There a cautious,
lowly serpent in seeming innocence asked: “Is it really
30 thet God sald you must not eat fromn every tree of
the garden?” The woman replied corrcetly, doublless
having been instructed accordingly by her husbandly
head, wiio was one flesh with her, But when the
serpent contradiclted God and stated that violating
God's ce:nmand would result in being lke - God.
knowing rood and bad, the woman began to look upon
the tree irom a different viewpoint, Why, “the tree's
fruit was good for food and . . . something to be
lonced for to the eyes, yes, the tree was desirable (o
look upon." Bforeover, the serpent had said she would
be like God if +he ate. (Compare 1 John 2:14)
Caompletely deceived by ihe serpent and with a strong
desire for the prospects tied up with eating of the
forbidden [ruit, she became a transgressor of God's
law. {1 Tim. 2:14) As such she now approached her
hushand and induced him to join her in disobedience
10 God. Adam lisiened to his wife's voice~Gen. 3:1-6.

The immediate efflcet of their transgression was
shame, Hence they used fig leaves to make loin
coverings for themstlves. Both Adam and his wife
went into hiding tn betwecen the trees of the garden
when they heard the voice of Jehovah. Upon being
directly questioned by God as to what she had done,
the woman stated that shie had eaten because of
being deceived by the serpent. In pronouncing sentence
:Pan her, Jehgvah indicaied that pregnancy and the

ving of birth to offspring would be attended by
pain; she would crave for her husband and he would
dominnte her.—Gen, 3:7-13, 16.

After their violation of God's law, Adnm is reported
as namine his wife “Eve,” “because she had Lo become
the mother of evervone living.” (QGen. 3:20) Before
driving Adam and Eve out of the garden of Eden
to face the hardchips of a cursed ground, Jehovah
extended uyndeserved kindness to them by providing
both of them with long garments of skin—Gen, 3:21.

BIRTHS OF CEILDREN

At the birth of her first zon Cain, outside paradise,
Eve exclaimed: “I have acquired a man with the aid
of Jehovall,” (Gen. 4:1) Interestingly, Eve is the first
one reperied using God's name, indicating that the
name Jehovah was known to the very first humans.
Later rhe gave birth to Abel as well at to other sons
and daughters. ¥
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sppointed another seed in place of Abel, becnuse
Cain killed him.” 8he could properly express herself
in this way at the births of both Cain and Seth, since
it was by means of the reproductive powers God had
given her and Adam and oniy by God's unmnerited
kindness in not putting her to death immediately ugon
transgressing His commoand that this was possibie,
With the birth of Seth the Genesis record concerning
Eve comes to a close.—Gen. 4:25; 5:3, 4.

AN ACTUAL PERSONAGE

That Eve actually lived and was not a fictional
character is testifled to by Christ Jesus himself, In
being questioned by the Pharisees concerning divorce,
Jesus directed attention to the Genesis cccount with
reicrence to the creation of male nnd female, (Matt.
19:3-6) Additionaily, there are Paul's words to the
Corinthinns, expressing fear that their minds might
be corrupted somehow, “as the serpent seduced Eve
by its cunningz.” (2 Cor. 11:3) Then, in discussing
woman's proper place jn the Christion congresmation,
Paul presenis as a reascn for not permitting s
woman to teach, or to exercise authority over a man”
the fact that Adam was formed first, and he was not
decelved, “but the woman was thorourthly deceived
and came to be in transgression.”--1 Tim, 2:12-14.

EV1 (E'vi) [possibly, desire]. One of the five Midian-
ite kKings or chieftains who were put to death at the
time Israel's army fougsht under lMozes in executin
Jehovah's venreance upon Midlan for seducing Israel
to attach itself to the Baal of Peor, These Midianite
kings were dukes, allies or vassals of Sihon king of
thie Amorites, Their territory was given to the tribe
of Reuben—Num. 25:17, 18; 351:8; Josh. 13:15, 21

EVIL [(Heb, ra'; Gr., ka-kos’, po-ne'ros’]. That
whicis results in pain, sorrow or distress. 50 as to
convey the correct theucht in English, the very
comprehensive Hebrew word ra’ is variously trans.
taled as bad, gluomy, ugly, animosity, evil. malignant,
calamity, ungenerous, envious, and so0 forth, depending
upon the context. (Gen. 2:9; 40:7; 41:3; 50:15, 17;
Deut. 28:35; 2 Sam. 24:1G; Prov, 23:6; 28:22) The
Greek word ka-kos” miay be defined as that which
is (1) morally evil and (2» destructive, and amen;
the ways it has been transiated are: bad, evil, hurtfu
injurious, wrong. (Rom. 7:19; 12:17; Col. 3:6; Titus
1:12; Heb, 5:14) Po-ne‘ros’ signifies (1) bad, worth-
Jess (in a physical sense) and evil, wicked (in s
moral sense) and (2) hurtful.—Matt. 7:17; Luke
6:45; Rev. 16:2.

As first used in the Scriptures the word ra’ is the
very antithesis of . Adam was commanded not
to eat of the tree of the knowledee of pood and bad,
and was also warned of the consequences for disobe-
dience. Hence, it is evident that God sets the standard
as to what is good and what is bad; it is not within
man's prerogative to do so apart from God. Although
Adom trans d God's express Jaw, this transgres-
sion is not chargeabls to Jehovah, “for with evil things
God cannot be tried notr does he himsell try anyone.
But each one js tried by being drawn out and
e?tigeil_lblyg his own desire,"—Jas, 1:13, 14; Gen, 2:16,
17; 3:17-19.

THE MEANING OF GOD'S BRINGING EVIL

Rightly, Jehovah brought evil or calamity upot
Adam for his disobedience. Hence, in the Scriptures,
Jehovah is referred to as the Creator of evil or
calamity. (Isa. 45:7) His enforeing of the penalty
for sin, namely, death, has proved to be an evii or &
calamity for mankind, So, then, evil is not always syn-
onymous with wrongdoing. Examples of evils or
calamities created by Jehovah are the flood of Noah's
day and the ten plagues visited upon Egypt. But thess
evils were not .rongs, Rather, the rightful adminis-
tration of jus.:ce against wrengdoers was involved
in both cases, J..wever, at times Jehovah, in his mercy,
has refrained .om bringing the intended calamity or



