DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS, 57.

SECTION &7,

REVELATION given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, in Ziom,
Jackson County, Missouri, July, 1821, In compliance with the Lord's
command, the Elders had journeyed from Kirtland to Missourd with
many varied experiences and some opposition. In contemplating the
degraded glate of the Lamaniles a..d tfe lack of eivilization, refinement
and religion among the people gencrally, the FProphet exclaimed in
yearning prayer: When will the wilderness blossom as the roze?
When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple
stand, unto which all nations shall come in the last days? See History
of the Church, vol. 1, p. 183, The land appointed and consecrated—
The land of promise—The place for the city of Zion—The center place
specified—The Saints directed to purchase land—Commanded to make

preparation for others who are to come.

1. Hearken, O ye elders of m
church, saith the Lord your v
who have assembled yourselves
together, according to my com-
mandments, in this land, which
is the land of Missouri, which is
the land which I have "appointed
and consecrated for the gather-
ing of the saints,

2. Wherefore, thizs is the land
of promise, and the “place for the
:itg of Zion.

. And thus saith the Lord
your God, if you will receive wis-
dom here iz wisdom. Behald, the
place which is now ealled Inde-
pendence is the center place; and
8 ‘spot for the temple is lying
westward, upon a lot which is
not far from the court-house.

4. Wherefore, it is wisdom that
the land should be “purchased by
the saints, and also every tract
lying westward, even unto the
line running directly between Jew
and Gentile;

5. And also every tract bor-
dering by the prairies, inasmuch
&5 my disciples are enabled to buy
lands, Behold, this is wisdom,
that they may obtain it for an
“everlasting inheritance,

6. And let my servant Sidne
Gilbert stand in the office to whic
I have appointed him, to receive
maneys, to be an 'agent unto the
church, to buy land in all the
regions round about, inasmuch
as can be done in righteousness,
and as wisdom shall direct,

7. And let my servant Edward
Partridge stand in the office to
which I have appeinted him, and
*divide unto the zaints their in-

eritance, even as I have com-
manded; and also those whom he
has n‘ﬁpumterl to assist him.

B. And again, verily 1 say unts
you, let my servant Sidney Gil-

rt plant himself in this place,
and establish g store, that he may
sell goods without fraud, that he
may obtain money “to buy lands
for the good of the saints, and

that he may obiain whatsoever
thinga the dilci: ples may need to
plant them in their inheritance

3. And also let my servant Sid-
ner Gilbert obtain a license—be-
hold here is wisdom, and whoso
readeth let him understand—that
he may send goods also unto the
people, even by whom he will as
clerks employed in his service:
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