REDLMITION

lic disconrees, avoided, when & thing
wonld come befors my mind pretiy
plain, atiering or declaring it for
fear that [ might get somuthing ont
befora the people in relation to ths
fotars that wos wropg. DBut still,
notwitbatand ing all this, there is one
thing thal I have eudeavored to do,
and thst is, to inform my mind as
far a8 I could by reading what God
has revealed to both ancient and
modern Prophets, in relation to the
fatare, and if [ have not had many
important prophecies and revelations
given directly to myself, T certainly
bave derived great advantage and
great ediicstion from reading and
stodyiog that which God bas re
vealed to others; and hence most of
my prophesying throoghout my life,
8o far, hus been founded wpon tle
revelations giveu to others.

We are told that Zion—this peo-
le, the Latter-day Suints, are cailed
iou—shall be redeemed and restored

to the landa of their inheritances,
and in cousequence of this promise
made to us by the Lord, many of ua
bave feit much acxiety to kuow
when the Lord would fulfill this
great revelation, and some perhaps
who were little bays and girls when
it was given, and now grey headed—
for it is about furty-two years since—
have not considered or reflected much
abont what God has promised to do
with, or what blessings he has pro-
mised to Lestow upon, this peopls.
In their family prayers they have
heard their fathers pray to the Maoast
High to remember Zion and to re-
deem Zion, and to restore his people
to the lands of their inheritances,
and perbaps some of them have re-
fected opon the subject. Some may
bave thought it was merely a form
of prayer which their fathers had
lea + Without any expectation of
t‘:sthiug of the kind taking place,

they have felt ecarelass about it,
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| knowing nothing aboot  whether
Zion was ever to be redeemed or not,

Hut those who have reflected upon
| the subjeot, and who have made it &
matter of prayer and of deep study,
in order to know the times and the
seusons, and the mode in which God
would bring to pass this great evont,
bave been full of hope, expectation
und desire, and their constint prayer
has been, before the family ltar and
in the publio congregations, that ths
redemption of Zica might be brought
abont soon,

Wa are promised that after much
tribulstion comes the blesming, The
Lord says—"1 the Lord have de.
creed a certain decres that my people
shiall reslize, that after their tribala-
tiona they sball be redeemed, and
restored to the lands of their inheri-
tances,” Little did we suppose when
wa wera driven oot from Jackson
County, the place whers Guod hag
promised to give his Saints theip
inberitances, snd in the regiona
round about, that opearly half 2
century would pass over oor hesds
\before_we would be restored buck
| again to that land. Thiﬂ_nug period

of iribelation, aud the dispersion
| from our homes and inberitances,
have been the cause perhaps of a
great many going down to the grave
without baving the opportunity and
privilege of returaing to participaie
in the blessings that were promised,
Now, it would be a source of comfort
and coomolation to those who are
still liviog, to whom this prumise
was made, if' they could be murﬁ
in their own minds that t.buﬁ wou
liva hers in the flesh to behold ¢ b
day. Bat let me ssy o fow words in
relation to this, o
pect, from what raves
that & very great fgum.ber of those

en in_the Church and

i bl ]

who were driven, will have the pri.
wilege of retorning tg that land, We




