112 ANSWERS TO COSPEL QUESTIONS
A PEASONABLE ASSUMPTION

It may be reasonable to assume that in giving thig
revelation to the Prophet the Lord did have in mind the
generation of people who would still be living within
the one hundred vears from the time of the announce-
ment of the revelation, and that they would enjoy the
blessings of the temple, and a glorious cloud would rest
upon it. It is also reasonable to believe that no soul
living in 1832, is still living in mortality on the earth.
Notwithstanding this there is nothing in the command-
ment given to Nephi, neither in his assurance that the
Lord would bless him in obtaining the plates that were
so essential to the welfare spiritually and temporally of
the descendants of Nephi, that in any sense is in conflict
with the commandment or promise that was made by
the Lord in the revelation given to the Prophet Joseph
Smith. We read in another revelation given to the
Church in Januarv 1841, where the Lord absolves the
members of the Church from the obligation of building
the temple, in the following words:

A ReveELaTioNn FROM THE Lomp

Verily, verily, I say unto vou, that when I give 2 command-
ment to any of the sons of men to do work unto my name, aod
those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have
to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their
enemiesmnulpanﬂwmmdhinderthm from performing
that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work mo
more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their
offerings.

And the iniquitv and transgressions of my holy laws and
commandments | will visit upon the heads of thase who hinder
my work, unto the third and fourth generation, so long as they
repent not, and hate me, saith the Lord Cod




